FARMERS STATE BANK
MAY 1, 1915 - April 30, 2015
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Farmers State Bank and Main Street Pine Bluffs, circa 1915.

We are 100 years old!
Come help us celebrate our next 100 years
of serving the Pine Bluffs Community and
surrounding area on July 31, 2015
A Supplement to the Pine Bluffs Post
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Getting to know
the new faces at
Farmers State Bank
Earlier this year, on the eve
of Farmers State Bank’s 100th
year in business, some new
faces appeared in Pine Bluffs
and at the bank.
There had been rumors that
the board of directors and bank
management were considering sale of the bank to an out
of town entity, and while it is
always in the best interest to at
least listen to what a prospective buyer has to say, it was
the express wish that Farmers
State Bank remain as it has always been, a home-owned and
home-operated financial institution. Doing this would insure
that customers would continue
to receive the same high level
of customer service they have
come to enjoy and expect.
And, while at least one of the
faces isn’t so new, John Gross,
he is still very much an active
part of Farmers State Bank
inspite of the fact that he is no
longer the president, but chairman of the board.
John D. Gross
John D. Gross – Chairman of
the Board - John is the fifth
generation of the Gross family to live in Pine Bluffs. He

joined the Farmers State Bank
Board of Directors in 1990
and became its president in
1999. Although he retired as
the bank’s president in June of
this year, John remains very involved with the bank and serves
as the chairman of the bank’s
board of directors and the bank
holding company, Commercial
Bancorp. John has been very
active in the growth and development of Laramie County
and currently serves as a board
member of Pine Bluffs Health
Care, Cheyenne LEADS, and
the Healthcare Foundation of
Cheyenne Regional Medical
Center. John looks forward
to helping develop prosperous
growth of the Bank and Laramie County.
Frank E. Smith
Frank E. Smith – President
& CEO - Frank has 23 years of
banking experience. He started
out his career working for a
CPA firm where he audited over
25 banks and credit unions in
Oregon, Washington, Montana,
and Northern California. After
two years, he left the CPA firm
to become a commercial lend

Continued on page 5

Polly Taylor/Pine Bluffs Post
When customers visit Farmers
State Bank, they can expect to
see any of the smiling faces at
right, the current bank staff.
Pictured (l-r) are John Gross,
Michelle Thomas, Chris Timm,
Darla Haug, Mark Kiolbasa,
Pam Haas, Frank Smith and
Elizabeth Taylor.
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The year is 1915

And change is coming to Pine Bluffs
percent, and federal spending
was just under $1billion.
In sports, the Boston Red Sox
defeated the Philadelphia Phillies
4-1, the Vancouver Millionaires
won the Stanley Cup, the
Kentucky Derby champion
was Regret, and Cornell was
the NCAA football champion
with a 9-0-0 record. Because
of World War I, Wimbledon
wasn’t held that year. Babe Ruth
hits his first career home run.
And, scandalous though it
may been considered then,

Post announce in January it would
begin publishing on Thursday
to accommodate readers.
Ladies could buy ready-towear skirts for $2, and children’s
wool under garments were halfprice at Carlstrum’s Dry Goods
Store, and it was cash only.
Postmaster C.W Johnson
retired in April1915 after 23 years
of service to the community.
Bulk Japan green tea could
be purchased for 40 cents per
pound, and canned tomatoes that
normally sold for $10 a can could

be purchased on special three
cans for 25 cents, strictly cash of
course, at T.E. Robinson’s Store.
At the time, some of the needs
of Pine Bluffs were stated as
being an industrial club, and a
commercial club for those who
wanted to expand their interests,
and for the betterment of Pine
Bluffs. A night school, reading
circle and public restroom, as
well as a public library, and a city
park where one could get away
from the cares of the day were

Continued on page 4

John B. Kendrick

Wyoming 1915
In Wyoming, John B. Kendrick
was sworn in as governor on
Jan. 4, 1915, and left office on
Feb. 26, 1917. He resigned to
take an elected seat in Congress,
and was replaced by (then)
Secretary of State Frank L. Houx,
who served until Jan. 6, 1919.
Pine Bluffs 1915
That same year the Pine Bluffs

Woodrow Wilson
By Polly Taylor
pinebluffseditor@rtconnect.net

If you were around in 1915,
following are some interesting
facts about the United States.
Woodrow Wilson was president;
Thomas R. Marshall was the vice
president; and the population of
this country was 100,546,000.
The one-millionth Ford
a u t o m o b i l e r o l l e d o ff t h e
assembly line, the cost of a
First Class stamp was two
cents, unemployment was 8.5

From the staff at the Beauty Box!

Audry Munson was the first
actress to shed her clothes on
screen in the film Inspiration.

Congratulations to
Farmers State Bank!
100 years of dedicated service
From the Mayor,
Town Council, and all
the Town employees

Serving the Pine Bluffs
community for the past
100 years!
From Wyoming Bank and Trust
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1915, continued from Page 3
some of the ideas expressed
100 years ago.
The public restrooms, two of
them actually, were established
in 1915 in Pine Bluffs. These
rooms provided the wives and
children of men who came into
town to transact business a place
of respite, to relax, visit, and
see to the children, and were
considered a very important
feature of the town..
The Union-Pacific railroad
kept a regular schedule, with
five regular eastbound trains
every day; four westbound
trains, and three freight trains

every week, transporting visitors, freight, new business,
and residents to and from Pine
Bluffs.
Farmers State Bank
comes to town
And, on April 1, 1915, there
was only one bank in Pine
Bluffs; Pine Bluffs State Bank.
But this would change, very
soon.
On May 1, 1915, Farmers
State Bank officially opened it’s
doors on the corner of Main and
Second streets. That original
building still stands, but due to

Congratulations to
Farmers State Bank
for providing 100 years
of service to the
community!
From NAPA Auto Parts

Farmers State Bank
Congratulations! On
your first 100 years of
business in Pine Bluffs.
We look forward to
helping you celebrate
your next 100 years
The Management
and Staff of the
Pine Bluffs Post

Department, unfortunately was
not able to sustain itself as a
viable bank in Pine Bluffs, and
closed its doors a few years
later, making Farmers State
Bank the only home owned and
home operated financial institution in Pine Bluffs.
It has been one hundred
years, and the bank has stood
the test of time, making it
through the Great Depression,
recessions and rumors. There
is only one business entity in
Pine Bluffs which is older, and
that is the Town of Pine Bluffs.
Shortly after opening its

doors in 1915, Farmers State
Bank was one of two groups
to open those famous public
restrooms in Pine Bluffs. If
you wanted to save money, or
teach your children the value of
a $1, Farmers State Bank would
issue a small metal bank that
was locked, and only someone
at the bank could unlock it for
the holder.
On opening day, the ladies
received carnations, and the
men cigars; a much gentler and
more Victorian time.
On Friday, July 31, begin-

Continued on page 6

1915 Ladies SilkTaffeta
Maid Marion Dress

the growing needs of a prosperous business, the bank moved
into the bigger building where
it still does business today.
The Pine Bluffs State Bank,
which was located directly
across the street from the original Farmers State Bank, in what
is now the Pine Bluffs Police

File photo/Pine Bluffs Post
This ad appeared shortly after the bank opened in the Pine Bluffs
Post, in May, 1915.

Congratulations!
Celebrating 100 years of
quality service!
From
WS Engstrom
CPA, P.C.

ning at 11:30 a.m., Farmers
State Bank will be celebrating
100 years of service with a big
community birthday party. Free
burgers and hot dogs, chips and
beverages will be served during
the lunch hour, and cake and
ice cream will be served all day
during bank hours. Everyone
is invited to stop by and help
Farmers State Bank celebrate
this milestone, not only in
the bank’s history, but in Pine
Bluffs history.
The bank will be giving away
some very special door prizes
during the celebration. Some
Morgan Silver dollars, which
were discovered in the basement of the bank in 1980, and
had been then since the bank
opened its doors in 1915. Some

Continued on page 6
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New faces, continued from Page 2
ing officer for one of his
former clients. For the last
20 years, he has served as the
cashier or chief financial officer
of several different financial
institutions. This includes
working for the last seven years
in Lander, Wyoming where he
supervised all aspects of the
bank other than lending. Frank
joined Farmers State Bank
in late-April and became its
president in June of this year.
He is honored to be a resident
of Pine Bluffs and serve the
needs of the community he now
calls home.
Mark Kiolbasa
Mark Kiolbasa – Executive
Vice President - Mark was born
and raised in Sterling, Colorado, and worked on a family
farm through his college years.
After earning a degree in economics, he started his banking
career in 1998 at a small regional bank in Sterling. Mark
became a Wyoming resident in

2003 when he moved to Cheyenne to work for the largest
bank in the region. Through his
17 year banking career, Mark
has primarily focused on lending to farmers, ranchers, and
small business owners. Mark
is married to Trudy, who is a
preschool teacher, and together
they have two boys, Pierce and
Parker.
Michelle Thomas
Michelle Thomas – Living
most of her life in Wyoming,
Michelle has over 19 years
of banking experience. She
started her career in Thermopolis, Wyoming performing teller
and new accounts duties. She
then moved into data processing and operations for seven
years before transferring to loan
processing. Her last position
was serving as the assistant
cashier and compliance officer
at a bank in Lander, Wyoming.
Michelle moved to Pine Bluffs
and joined Farmers State Bank

1915 Ford Touring Car

Thank you for
your continued
service over the
past 100 years!
Congratulations
from Pine Bluffs
Exxon!

Board of Directors
Photo courtesy
Farmers State Bank
The current Board of
Directors of Farmers
State Bank are (l-r)
Greg Gross; John
Gross, Chairman of
the Board; Frank
E. Smith, President
and CEO; Wynema
E n g s t r o m , W. S .
Engstrom, CPA P.C.;
Bill Gross, GrossWilkinson Ranch;
and Mark Kiolbasa,
Executive Vice
President. Not pictured
is Scott Lamons.
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1915, continued from Page 4
File photo/Pine Bluffs Post
This ad also appeared shortly
after the bank opened in the
Pine Bluffs Post, in May, 1915.
Customers who wanted to open
a savings account would give the
cashied $1, and the bank would
be locked, and could only be
opened by a bank employee.

of the coins had been in circulation, and others not. They
were minted between 1886 and
1896, and five will be given
away.
You can’t win if you don’t
enter, so grab a burger or hotdog, and you might also be the
recipient of a piece of history.

As history goes, Farmers
State Bank was in the habit of
keeping a good stock of silver
dollars on hand for one of their
good customers, Al Binning,
who owned and operated Pine
Bluffs Creamery. He always
settled with his customers in
silver dollars.

File photo/Pine Bluffs
Post

Congratulations
on 100 years
Farmers State Bank!

This article, as well
as an advertisement
announcing the opening
of the new bank, the
108th bank according to
the State of Wyoming’s
Examiner’s certificate,
dated April 30, 1915, ran
in the Pine Bluffs Post,
stating all of the ladies who
visited on opening day
would receive carnations,
and the gentleman would
receive cigars.

From the staff at
Bluffs Car Care!

Points West
Community Bank
would like to congratulate
Farmers State Bank for
100 years of service!

Joshua Tangeman and
Farm Bureau
Financial Services
would like to
congratulate
Farmers State Bank on
100 years of service!
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Photo courtesy Farmers State Bank
This photo, taken inside the original Farmers State Bank building, circa 1918, shows E. W. Stone (left), the first bank president, alongside Charles C. Gross, Sr., assistant
cashier just out of the Army during World War I, standing in front of the cashier’s cage, with the iconic eagle above, which still exists today, but no longer resides in the bank.
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100 years!

Congratulations!
Thank you for
your continued
service!
From your
friends at Bluffs
Veterinary
Clinic.

Congratulations & thank you
for ser ving our community
over the past 100 years!
From the
staff at the
Texas Trail
Market
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Farmers state bank

Celebrating
100 years
of service!
Thank you to the
Pine Bluffs community
and surrounding areas for
your continued support!

